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The Scriptures and the Church have revealed God as: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God 
shows himself to us in these three “persons”. Their relationship is represented as a 
round dance, where all three are engaged, no one personality leads.  We are invited in 
to the very life of God, this dance, and are intended to extend the invitation to others as 
well.  

God the Father is the Creator of all things.  God is Father in relationship to Jesus and is 
our good and gracious parent.  God is a fierce lover of his creation.  We are God’s 
beloved children.  There are no metaphors that can completely describe God.  God is 
parent, gardener, creator, judge, mercy-giver, lover, companion, guide and more. 

Jesus tells me and shows me that God is on the side of all people.  Jesus is the very 
essence of God, who shows through his life and on his face and through his words and 
his actions all that we can know of God. Jesus was crucified and died to put to death 
human sin and brokenness. He was raised from the dead and offers humanity his 
resurrected life. Not even our rebellious acts can separate us from God’s love in Christ 
Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of what the Church has described as the Trinity.  
Jesus told his disciples that he would have to leave for the Spirit to come.  The Spirit is 
the very life of Jesus that dwells in those who acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  The Spirit is 
God’s breath and power to animate his Church to action and faithfulness.  The Spirit is 
the witness to God’s saving acts in Jesus Christ.  

The Church is the gathering of God’s people to do two things: One, to join in God’s 
mission to show the world that the one who sent us ‐ Jesus, is merciful and just and 
desires to redeem and restore the creation; Two, to offer praise and glory that 
expresses our gratitude for this love shown to us through Jesus. There is one Church 
with many expressions. Together we are Christ’s body in the world. 

Witness is what we do and what we say that either points others toward God or away 
from God. We share what has been revealed to us. It is shared by actions of compassion 
and justice. It is shared by telling others what we’ve experienced and known of the God 
who saves us. Most of it begins by listening to others, before speaking, and then acting 
when God’s Spirit prompts us.  

Gospel means Good News. The power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same 
transforming power in the Church to accomplish God’s purpose of reconciling the world. 
The Good News is that Jesus and his Father send us the Spirit to dwell in us as people. 
We are never alone or without resource. God is truly with us all. There is hope for 
humankind because of God’s grace and mercy and love. 
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How do I know these things to be true?  

1. It is the Bible, through Old and New Testaments, that tells me the grand 
narrative of God and his intentions and actions for and in the world. It is the 
unique and authoritative witness to humankind of God’s creation and saving 
love for that creation.  This story makes the most sense of the way things are.  

2. There are credible witnesses who have lived the life of Jesus before me. I trust 
them as they have extended Jesus’ life and love to me and to others. 

3. There is my personal experience of the reconciling and transforming love of God 
in Jesus: “I once was lost but now am found”.  

How do others know these things to be true? God is able to speak directly to his 
children through the Holy Spirit through prayers, dreams, visions, Scripture, witnesses, 
life events, the Church - however God chooses.  The ceiling of heaven is lower than we 
know. There are many sacramental moments in life, visible expressions of an invisible 
God.  

We acknowledge two sacraments in the Church, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

In Baptism we are lowered down into the water to symbolize our dying to ourselves and 
to our brokenness. Rising out of the water we enter into new life in Christ, whole and 
clean in God’s eyes.  We baptize children as a confirmation of God’s sovereignty and 
love for all of life, recognizing that it is a mystery we cannot fully understand at any age.  
That God has loved us before we were formed, and included us in the family. 

The Lord’s Supper connects us to the fact that God sustains us and keeps us through the 
life and death of his Son Jesus.  We are nourished at the Table. The Table is a Reformed 
altar-call moment.  We invite everyone to receive Jesus and be nourished by his 
sacrificial love.  There are more sacramental moments than these in our world – visual 
examples of God’s grace, but these two are repeatable and the two Jesus gave the 
Church.   

The Church is the witness God has placed in the world, for better or worse, to be a sign 
and foretaste of the Rule of God in our midst. We are to be ambassadors of Christ to a 
hungry and thirsty world.  Our task is to turn to those around and say “Join me in 
following Jesus.”  

 


